
Top 5 Tips on Taking a GREAT Photograph 

You don’t need a professional camera to take a great picture. Here are a few tips on maximizing your ability to take the 

perfect shot with the equipment you currently have. Remember, if using a camera phone, make sure you’re taking the 

picture with the phone positioned the correct way! 

1. Choose an interesting subject to photograph. People doing an activity and being natural, as opposed to staged, 

generally produces a better photo. Make sure you obtain permission to take your photograph beforehand. 

2. Pay attention to your light! Shooting outdoors is best if you do not have good indoor lighting as flash 

photography tends to washout your subject. If you cannot shoot outdoors, shoot indoors with lights on and as 

much natural light as possible. Make sure your subject is not backlit – try shooting with your light source behind 

you, not your subject. 

3. Get close…or move back. If you have an interesting subject and they are comfortable, get close! Persepective is 

everything in photography, so make sure you are shooting at the level at your subject. If you’re shooting a group 

shot of people dancing for example, step backwards and give them and yourself some space. 

4. Focus. Make sure you use your camera’s autofocus. Wait a minute before you shoot and the camera should 

automatically focus on the subject at hand. If you are comfortable with manual focus, you probably don’t need 

these tips! 

5. Reduce camera shaking. Camera shake causes a great photo to become blurry very easily. Make sure you either 

hold your camera with both hands, using your body as a tripod of sorts (see image below for examples). 

Alternatively, use a tripod, a stack of books on a table or whatever is handy to keep your camera steady. 
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PHOTO EXAMPLES: 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 


